DECLARATION OF THE THIRD MEETING OF THE RCADE 

(Spanish Network for the abolition of the external debt)

Having finalized the process of social consultation in favour of the abolition of the external debt, the members of the citizens network consider that it is time for an evaluation of the paths made, including all the elements and inputs compilled from such an enriching experience. Out of the analysis made, the need is raised that this third meeting looks deeply into  its social and political identity, so as to consolidate its profile as an independent organization. In this sense, the following conclusions are agreed by consensus in this Third Meeting:


The network is democratic, horizontal, plural, open, non political and non religious in nature. Also we see the need to have a say at social, political and economics level as regards the issues that might be raised in each event, campaings, etc. The network is a social movement, a citizens organization. Thus the social composition of the network is of the utmost importance. Also it is important to keep and enlarge this social composition, i.e., take care of the network. In this sense the network is a political network. But not political as regards political parties, for it is non political itself, but political in the point of view of the citizens: people who are concerned about their problems take action in relation to them and reacts in order to solve them or either demand a solution.


We have  largely discussed if the Network must restrict itself to the external debt or if it should go further. There was consensus in that the Network goes further that the problem of the external debt itself. That is to say, at the same time that it works for the abolition of the external debt, it must work on some other issues. In fact, the problem of the debt is not a failure of the system, but a product of it, which implies that, in order to abolish the problem of the debt, the enhancent of a change in the structures is absolutely needed. If the debt is abolished but the political, economic, social and cultural structures are not modified, the problem will appear again. Therefore,  the abolishion of the debt implies a change in the structures. The change of the structures implies an individual change, a change in our lives, in our motivations. Being in coherence with ourselves.

"To live the way we think, otherwise, we will end up thinking the way we live".

The Network fights against poverty and injustice from its very origins, i.e., the structures, for it doesn't restrict its fight to its effects. All these imply that our fight is also here, in the wealthy countries -fact that we often forget- and specifically in ours. It is clear that there is independency between the causes producing poverty of the poor countries and the poverty produced here.

The Network itself is a complaint of the functioning of the present institutions and organizations, and the search for an alternative system for a more fair world with more solidarity.

We are part of the international social movements which fight against exclusion.

The Network is something new and is the result of a number of previous experiences. The network is dynamic and can be reformulated by its members.

The main and inner problem of the present system is that it puts the economy before the person. This is one of the points in which the Network will fight until a change is made, being the Network itself a practical alternative in this sense.

The Network keeps its independency from the political system of parties. If we are critisizing the present democracies, we cannot play their game. We must prevent them from manipulating us or using us in the interest of parties. 

The action of the Network in favour of a participative democracy is part of its nature and is one of the ways to fight for the change of structures.

The Network, from the perspective of the experience of the Social Consultation of 12th March in terms of actions taken being forbidden and repressed, shows that their point of reference is justice rather than legality. In fact there are current laws that are clearly unfair. Due to that, it recognizes the validity of civil desobedience, militar  objection, or others that could be duly consider as means to show injustice.

The Network is a movement that foments the active participation of people. In fact it is a horizontal movement, with no hierarchies, and in which the settled basis are a fundamental part. The Social Consultation has been a practical example of the organizational, participative and active methodology that defines the identity of the Network.

We acknowledge that the Network is composed of all the persons that in one way or another work and participate in the Network and its activities. It is a Network of PEOPLE, rooted geografically and socially.

Training is fundamental for a real democracy. As well it is the right of being informed. Therefore, it promotes all forms of alternative communication that is non dependant on the major economic interests, or on their supporting groups. The more and better training and information we have, the more difficult it will be for us to be manipulated and we will be more cualified to denounce and make alternative proposals.

The origin and reason for the existance of the Network is the fight against political, economic and social exclusion. For this reason, the Network takes into account all the questions raised out of economic and social policies that constantly produce injustice and inequalities between the persons and the cities.

This Third National Meeting agreed to define and name the Network in accordance to this identity document.

We acknowledge that the strenght of the change that we are trying is in each of us, in our passion, our will, our commitment and our coherence.

FOR A WORLD WHERE ALL THE WORLDS HAVE A PLACE

